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On Nov. 1 at the prison in Quezaltepeque, eight inmates overpowered guards, and took three
hostages. According to spokesperson for the eight men, Medardo Leiva Lainez, he and his
colleagues would begin amputating the limbs of the hostages if the Salvadoran government refused
to meet their demands. Victor Amaya Fuentes, assistant director of penal instititutions, said that the
mutinous prisoners had demanded political asylum from Mexico, and the presence of observers
from the Catholic Church, International Red Cross Committee and the Mexican Embassy to ensure
their safety upon leaving the country. The eight men, former members of the government's security
forces, are serving time for "common crimes." Leiva Lainez said, "We want them to know that if
they do not fulfill the demands we have made, we will begin with the first hostage...[W]e will have
to amputate a limb, an arm or a leg." Surrounded by three of his colleagues, Leiva Lainez appeared
clad in blood-stained garments and carrying a pistol in his right hand, and a grenade in the left.
Armed with rifles, pistols and grenades, the eight men took over a section of the prison and sealed
it off. The hostages included a nurse and two prison guards. One of the guards was wounded in
the takeover. Leiva Lainez told reporters that the prison sentences he and the other seven received
should be dropped. "We want a pardon because we believe they have committed an injustice,"
he said. Justice Minister Julio Alfredo Samayoa, heading the negotiations with the prisoners, said
that the Mexican Embassy had refused to grant asylum to the hostage takers, and that Mexican
diplomats had also refused to make an appearance at the prison. (Basic data from AP, 11/01/88)
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